56                         ARGUMENTS TO THE BOOKS
Settle, and by him made acquainted with the wonders of the   5
place, and with those which he is himself destin'd to perform.
He takes him to a Mount of Vision, from whence he shews him
the past triumphs of the empire of Dulness, then the present,
and lastly the future. How small a part of the world was ever
conquered by Science, how soon those conquests were stop'd, 10
and those very nations again reduced to her dominion. Then
distinguishing the Island of Great Britain, shews by what aids,
and by what persons, it shall be forthwith brought to her
empire. These he causes to pass in review before his eyes,
describing each by his proper figure, character, and qualifica- 15
tions. On a sudden the Scene shifts, and a vast number of
miracles and prodigies appear, utterly surprizing and unknown
to the King himself, till they are explained to be the wonders of
his own reign now commencing. On this subject Settle breaks
into a congratulation, yet not unmix'd with concern, that his 20
own times were but the types of these; He prophecies how first
the nation shall-be overrun with farces, opera's, shows; and the
throne of Dulness advanced over both the Theatres: Then how
her sons shall preside in the seats of arts and sciences, till in con-
clusion all shall return to their original Chaos: A scene, of which 25
the present Action of the Dunciad is but a Type or Foretaste,
giving a Glimpse or Pisgah-sight of the promis'd Fulness of her
Glory; the Accomplishment whereof will, in all probability,
hereafter be the Theme of many other and greater Dunciads.
14jtew <Cf. Milton, Par. Lost, Argument to BL xi, where the Angel leads Adam
up to a high hill,' "and sets before him in vision what shall happen till the Flood.")